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RIBA Happenings: 68th Annual Home Show

Building the Solar Greenhouse!

Ponaganset CTE students
among hundreds contribu  ng to Home Show
By Paul F. Eno Editor

In a scene his home-builder grandfather 
couldn’t have imagined, Joshua Franco of 
Glocester labored over a computer screen in 
the Manufacturing Laboratory at Ponagan-
set High School on February 28th. 

“My dad, Joseph Franco, became a home 
builder too, and he built many homes in 
Johnston,” the Ponaganset junior told The 
Rhode Island Builder when we visited the 
school on February 28th.

Naturally, Josh joined the school’s Ma-
terials and Manufacturing Pathway with a 
mind toward becoming a third-generation 
builder.

“These are all great young people, and 
they get a great education here,” said Josh’s 
proud instructor, Steve Martin, now in his 
17th year at Ponaganset. He’s the sole in-
structor in the Materials and Manufacturing 
Pathway, one of seven CTE programs at 
Ponaganset, the Foster-Glocester Regional 
School District’s high school, located in 
North Scituate.

“In each class there are 16 students, 
and I’m currently running six classes,” Mr. 
Martin explained. “I have a heavy concen-
tration on manufacturing skills in general, 
but part of that is residential construction. 
The pathway includes materials process-
ing, carpentry, advanced manufacturing, 
and engineering design and development.”

One reason for our visit was to get a 
fi rst look at the Solar Greenhouse, a prime 
attraction at the Rhode Island Builders As-
sociation’s 2018 Home Show, then being 
built by Mr. Martin’s students.

The 68th Annual Home Show is slated 
from April 5th-8th at the Rhode Island Con-
vention Center. See page 8.

“This whole class of 16 will come to the 
Home Show,” Mr. Martin said. “The green-
house itself is 16 feet long. It will all unbolt 
into sections and will be easy to transport.” 

Actual transportation will take place 
thanks to a trailer owned by Ponaganset’s 
Agricultural Pathway, whose students will 

Ponaganset High School Materials and Manufacturing Instructor Steve Martin, at 
left, supervises students at they build the Solar Greenhouse on February 28th.

help with landscaping at the Home Show.
Meanwhile, the school's Manufacturing 

Lab is well equipped, and very busy.
“The younger classes start out here, on 

their CTE path. Our advanced classes work 
here too, mostly with juniors, and it’s a busy 
place,” Mr. Martin said.

Students often dovetail their learning 
by studying pre-engineering with his col-
league, Greg Gongoleski. 

Working with Josh Franco on the lab’s 
computers that day was another junior, 
Travis Trotter. “I’m interested in a career 
in carpentry,” Travis said.

Working on the greenhouse nearby were 
Max Kula and a number of other students.

“All the metal brackets for the green-

house and other projects are cut in-house 
on our own CNC plasma cutter,” Mr. Smith 
stated. “In their efforts to promote work-
force development, RIBA put us together 
with Liberty Cedar for our materials, and 
they generously reduced our cost on this 
greenhouse to an incredible degree."

Working on another project at the other 
end of the lab were senior Steve DiPetrillo 
and junior Matt Vivieros.

“I’m looking at a career in manufactur-
ing or construction,” Steve said. “My uncle 
is a plumber, and I have some job possibili-
ties there.”

Matt is considering a job shadow with 
another Ponaganset industry partner, Her-
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rick and White Architectural Woodworkers, 
based in Cumberland.

“Probably about 50 percent of our 
students work in the fi eld in summers or 
by going out into the industry after gradu-
ation,” Mr. Martin said.

Students are made aware of the Residen-
tial Construction Workforce Partnership’s 
(RCWP’s) online Jobs Bank at RCWPJobs.
com, and many take advantage of it to 
match up with employers. See page 26.

The businesses that team up with Pona-
ganset are serious industry partners.

“As only one example of the great in-
dustry partnerships we have, the students 
recently used our 3-D printer to make a desk 
model for a customer of Herrick and White. 
It was pretty impressive,” said Ponaganset 
Principal Renee Palazzo, a great supporter 
of the CTE programs.

“Our CTE pathways are highly valued, 
highly regarded and highly supported,” said 
Dr. Palazzo. “We realize the need for the 
skills the industry folks are asking for. The 
key component to the CTE pathways we of-
fer here is that students come out either with 
college credit or industry certifi cation.”

High participation
About half of Ponaganset’s 770 students 

are in one of the CTE programs, according 
to Dr. Palazzo, now in her third year at 
Ponaganset after serving 20 years at Smith-
fi eld High School, fi rst as a math teacher, 
then as an assistant principal.

Three Ponaganset students recently 
joined the handful of U.S. high school se-
niors to earn lead certifi cation from OSHA. 
The students attended the certification 
program, coordinated by Instructor Charles 
Myers, at the Woonsocket Area Career 
and Technical Center, the fi rst CTE school 
in America to offer the lead certifi cation 
course to high school seniors. Related story 
on page 24.

“Mr. Martin helped make that happen,” 
Dr. Palazzo said.

“In fact, the passion and dedication 
of the teachers is what makes our CTE 
programs successful and thrive. And the 
students – they come in over the summer, 
they come in on Saturdays, and so does Mr. 
Martin," she added.

"Their day doesn’t end at 2:15. And this 
is all a reality because of our great industry 

partners.”
Ponaganset is always looking for more 

industry partners, she indicated.
“Donating materials, taking students 

for job shadowing and internships, sitting 
with Mr. Martin on our partnership team 
to tell us what they need from our students 
to get them ready for careers: These are all 
partnerships that help the school and the 

future workforce.”
Along with Liberty Cedar, current part-

ners, many of them RIBA members, include 
Arnold Lumber Co. Nardelli Builders, Maz-
zone Home Improvement, New England 
Plumbing Heating and Air, Herrick and 
White, along with RIBA itself.

For more information, visit Fosterpona-
ganseths.ss11.sharpschool.com. 

Top: Travis Trotter, left, and Josh Franco work in the Manufacturing Laboratory. 
Below, clockwise from left: Ponaganset Principal Renee Palazzo stops by the lab 
for a look at progress on the Solar Greenhouse. Making a shelf is Logan Thibeault. 
Steve DiPetrillo, left, and Matt Vivieros prepare to work with a table saw. Students are 
ready to take the next step in their modular assembly of the greenhouse. Attaching 
the brackets. Mr. Martin prepares students for their day. 




